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DROUGHT AND WATER SHORTAGE PLAN

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this plan is to set guidelines in the event of a drought or other
circumstances that may lead to a water shortage for the Del Paso Manor Water District.

WATER SUPPLY:

Del Paso Manor Water District’s water supply comes from groundwater. The District’s
supply is not directly affected by drought conditions as it would be if the District relied
on surface water. However, the groundwater basin is declining. In dry years, other
Districts that use surface water rely more on groundwater which creates a greater demand
on the basin. Historical data shows that long term drought conditions have a negative
affect on the groundwater basin.

Other impacts to groundwater supplies are contamination issues. The District needs to be
prepared in the event that the District’s water supply is reduced due to a contamination
issue that affects the region or the District directly.

The District maintains interties with neighboring water districts that can be used in the
event of emergency. The District has developed an Emergency Response Plan that will
be used in the event of an emergency. The purpose of the interties is not for foreseeable
events such as a drought. It is necessary for the District to be prepared for events that
may lead to a water supply shortage and to have an action plan in place to meet the water
needs of the District’s customers in these events.

DROUGHT OR WATER SHORTAGE PHASES:

During a water supply shortage, the priorities of the District are to maintain water quality,
maintain fire flow capability, and maintain safe operating conditions, while minimizing
economic impacts to both residents and commercial customers.

This Drought Preparedness Plan serves as a guide for the District to follow for any event
that leads to a water supply shortage. During normal water conditions, the District
requests that every customer use water wisely and not intentionally waste water,. When a
drought or water shortage may impact the District or region, the District has set five
phases that present conditions, actions, and goals to achieve to meet the projected water
supply reduction:



Phase 1: Water Shortage Watch

Phase 2: Water Shortage Warning

Phase 3: Water Shortage Emergency

Phase 4: Water Supply Critical

Phase 5: Water Supply Critical/State Mandate for Reduction

Based on water conditions in the District, surrounding community and region, as well as
the State, the Board will determine if the District needs to declare a drought or water
shortage and the drought phase that needs to be implemented. There may be times that
the Board may declare a Drought but, due to special circumstances, may implement a
modified phase to achieve the needed reduction.

The following table outlines each phase in a drought stage given the District’s actions,
the requested customer actions, and penalties that may be invoked.
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